COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Office Address:
Capitol Annex
Frankfort KY 40601

Telephone:
(502) 564-8100

May 12, 2021

Via hand delivery

The Honorable Andrew Beshear
Governor, Commonwealth of Kentucky
700 Capital Avenue, Suite 100
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Governor Beshear:

We request that your administration reconsider the position taken by the Cabinet for Health and
Family Services in contract negotiations with Sunrise Children’s Services. Specifically, we ask
that you continue the longstanding practice of offering an accommodation that would allow for
the exercise of Sunrise’s religious rights.

Without this accommodation, the Cabinet is in danger of not only violating the fundamental right
of religious liberty, but also language approved as part of this year’s Executive Branch Budget,
HB 192. As you know, HB 192 was amended in free conference committee to include the
following provision: “Children's Services Contractors: Notwithstanding KRS Chapter 454, no
contracts awarded for the use and benefit of the Department for Community Based Services shall
interfere with the contractor’s freedom of religion as set forth in KRS 446.350. Any such
contracts shall contain a provision allowing a contractor to allow a substitute contractor who is
also licensed or approved by the Cabinet to deliver the contracted services if the contractor
cannot perform a contracted service because of religiously held beliefs as outlined in KRS
446.350.”

This language is unequivocally clear and ensures that the state cannot discriminate against a
provider because of that organization’s religious convictions. Sunrise Children’s Services is a
proven partner in our state’s efforts to improve the quality of life for Kentucky children. Sunrise
dates back to 1859 and has partnered with the state since the late 1970s. To end this relationship
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risks the well-being of thousands of children and adults who would directly benefit from quality
care, particularly since the state has no obvious plan for the placement of the 600 children

currently under the care of Sunrise.

Again, we ask that your administration take the necessary steps to continue this partnership.

Sincerely,
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