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Leaders for the Timely and Orderly Confirmation of Judicial 

Nominees 
         

January 22, 2019 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell   The Honorable Lindsey Graham 

United States Senate, Majority Leader  Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 

Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Re: Timely and Orderly Confirmation of Judicial Nominees 

 

Dear Leader McConnell and Chairman Graham, 

 

Thank you for your achievements on judicial nominations over the last two years. With your 

leadership, the Senate has confirmed a record number of Circuit Court nominees. We believe you 

have been wise to focus on these influential Circuit Court nominees. 

 

The minority has obstructed judicial nominees and continues to do so, resulting in a continued 

backlog of unconfirmed District and Circuit Court nominees. Given the radical agenda in the 

House and the reduced likelihood of passing legislation in the Senate that will receive action in the 

House, we believe focusing on judicial nominations is an essential use of the Senate’s bandwidth. 

 

Few Senate matters are as crucial to the future of our Republic. Many American voters understand 

the influence that constitutionally-faithful judges will exercise, not only on maintaining the 

integrity of our democratic institutions, but also on the lives of future generations.  

 

Therefore, we respectfully request that the Senate: 

 

(1) aggressively proceed with Senate Judiciary Committee hearings on all District and 

Court nominees in instances where the White House has at least consulted with home 

state Senators, especially in instances where Senators abuse the “blue slip” courtesy to 

obstruct nominees, 

(2) file for cloture immediately in every instance where it appears cloture will eventually 

be necessary, 

(3) exercise your authority over the Senate schedule to eliminate or minimize any post 

cloture debate on judicial nominees, including keeping the Senate in session for 

extended hours and extended days to run through the “debate” time demanded by 

obstructionist Senators. 

 

Perhaps the obstructionists will relent and agree to a substantial reduction of time for debate of 

judicial nominees. Unless and until the obstruction of judicial nominees stops, it is fitting, strategic, 

and necessary to proceed without blue slips, file for cloture aggressively, and keep the Senate open 

and voting on judicial nominees. 
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Thank you again for your tireless work on judicial nominations. We stand with you to see the 

confirmation of a multitude of judges who respect the Constitution and refuse to legislate from the 

bench. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Mathew D. Staver 

Founder and Chairman, Liberty Counsel* 

 

Eunie Smith 

President, Eagle Forum* 

 

Morton Blackwell 

Chairman, Weyrich Lunch 

 

Tim Wildmon 

President, American Family Association* 

 

Ed Martin 

President, Phyllis Schlafly Eagles* 

 

Ron Pearson 

Conservative Victory Fund 

 

Rebekah Gantner 

Executive Director, Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund* 

 

David Crowe 

President, Restore America* 

 

Erich Pratt 

Executive Director, Gun Owners of America* 

 

Dr. Rick Scarborough  

Founder, Vision America* 

 

Judson Phillips 

Founder, Tea Party Nation* 

 

Jim Backlin 

Vice President of Legislative Affairs, Christian Coalition of America* 

 

Rob Chambers 

Vice President, AFA Action* 

 

Mark Fitzgibbons 
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President of Corporate Affairs, American Target Advertising, Inc.* 

 

Rabbi Noson Shmuel Leiter, 

Executive Director, Help Rescue Our Children* 

 

William J. Olson 

General Counsel, Conservative Legal Defense and Education Fund* 

 

Troy Newman 

President, Operation Rescue* 

 

Rod D. Martin 

Founder & CEO, The Martin Organization, Inc.* 

  

Jason J. McGuire 

Executive Director, New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms* 

 

Elaine Silodor Berk and Arthur Goldberg 

Co-Directors, Jewish Institute for Global Awareness* 

 

Jim Minnery 

President, Alaska Family Action* 

 

Linda Harvey 

President, Mission America* 

 

Norman Woods 

Executive Director, Family Heritage Alliance Action* 

 

Maureen Blum 

President, Strategic Coalitions & Inititves, LLC* 

 

Sherri R. Martin 

Executive Vice President, The Martin Organization, Inc.* 

  

Haley E. Martin 

President, The Martin Foundation* 

  

Nicholas Stehle 

Campaign for the American Future*  

  

Shawn A. Mitchell  

Former National Chaplain, National Federation of Republican Assemblies* 

  

Jerry Melvin  

Former Dean, Florida House of Representatives* 
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Rabbi Jonathan H. Hausman  

 

Julaine K. Appling 

President, Wisconsin Family Action* 

 

Allen Whitt 

President, Family Policy West Virginia* 

 

Kent Ostrander 

Executive Director, The Family Foundation* 

 

Diane Gramley 

President, American Family Association of Pennsylvania* 

 

Phillip L. Jauregui 

President, Judicial Action Group* 

 

* Organization listed for identification purposes only 


